
Notes: The following diagrams and data are for use in developing trial expert systems for 
educational purposes only and in no way is it suggested that this is an accurate and/or 
exhaustive listing of such a classification. Best viewed in 800x600 resolution or above. 

Classification of Sailing Ship Rigs 

   
Full-Rigged Ship 
3 or more masts. 

Square sails on all masts. 
 

Barque 
3 or more masts.  

Square sails on first 2 masts 
only. 

 

Barquentine 
3 or more masts. 

Square sails on first mast only. 

   
Brig 

2 masts only. 
Square sails on both masts. 

 

Brigantine 
2 masts only. 

Square sails on first mast only. 
 

Staysail Schooner 
3 or more masts. 
No square sails. 

 

   
Schooner 

2 masts only. 
No square sails. 

Foremast shorter that 
aftermast. 

 

Ketch 
2 masts only. 

No square sails. 
Foremast taller than aftermast. 

Aftermast before rudder. 
 

Yawl 
2 masts only. 

No square sails. 
Foremast taller than aftermast. 

Aftermast behind rudder. 
 

  

 

 

Cutter 
1 mast only. 

Sloop 
1 mast only. 

Use this page as you wish, 
remembering that it came from 



More than 1 foresail. Only 1 foresail. McGoo Software.  
 


